again (4.75)
against (10.40)
although (8.25)
answer (6.45)
answered (8.90)
answering (8.10)
answers (8.30)
any (2.30)
anybody (3.80)
anyhow(4.55)
anymore
anyone (2.45)
anyplace
anything (3.05)
anywhere (3.85)
aunt * (4.45)
Aunt* Mary*
aunts *(7.90)
aunt's *(13.25)
beauties
beautiful (10.05)
beautifully (14.30)
beauty (7.95)
become (2.05)
becomes (3.80)
becoming (5.70)
break *(8.15)
break-in
breaking (7.65)
breaks *(10.10)
breakfast (6.95)
brother (4.00)
brotherly
brothers (4.80)
build * (4.90)
builder

building (4.90)
buildings (6.45)
builds

built (5.90)

buy *(3.10)
buyer (7.50)
buying (4.70)
buys* (9.00)
children (4.80)
climb* (5.80)
climbed (8.65)
climber
climbing

color * (5.40)
colored * (7.40)
coloring *
colors* (7.60)
colour *

A Listing of Basic Words that TEND to Defy Phonic Analysis
or the Most Common Insane Words

uh G'IN

uh GEN'st
AW'l th'OH
AN sur

AN sur'd

AN sur ring
AN sur'z

EN nee

EN nee BUD dee
EN nee HOW
EN nee MOH'r
EN nee WUN
EN nee PLAY-ss
EN nee TH'ing
EN nee h'WAY -r
AN't

ANt MAY'r ree
AN'tss

AN'tss

b'Y OO tee

b'Y OO tuh ful
b'Y OO tuh ful lee
b'Y OO tee

bee KUM

bee KUM'Z
bee KUM ming
b'RAY 'k
b'RAY'k IN
b'RAY king
b'RAY 'k-ss
BREK fist
BRUH thur
BRUH thur lee
BRUH thurz
BIL'd (bu=Db)
BIL dur

BIL ding

BIL ding'z
BIL'd-z

BIL't

B'YH (bu=b)
B'YH ur

B'YH ing
B'YH-z
CHILL drun
K'LYH-m
K'LYH-md
K'LYH mur
K'LYH ming
KUL lur

KUL lur'd
KUL lur ring
KUL lurz

KUL lur

419
419
313
671
671
671
671
717
711
318
526
340
343
218
524
252
720
252
252
729
630
630
729
334
334
334
408
408
408
408
233
646
646
646
240
640
240
240
240
240
308
672
308
308
875
958
958
958
958
676
676
676
676
682

coloured *
colouring *
colours

come (1.20)
comes (2.05)
coming (5.45)
could (2.70)
couldn't (6.50)
countries* (9.30)
country (3.70)
country's *
daughter (9.00)
daughters

do * (1.80)
does** (5.60)
doesn't (8.70)
dumb (9.90)
eye* (3.60)
eyeball
eyebrows
eyeful

eyes* (3.90)
father (2.20)
fathers (4.95)
fatherhood
father-in-law
fatherly

four * (2.95)
fours

fourth * (7.25)
Gl

gone (2.75)
half (4.00)
halve

have** (1.25) (*)
haven't (5.70)
heard * (4.75)
heart * (4.65)
his (1.60)
honey (5.10)
input

is(1.05)

island (5.15)
isle*

isn't (5.55)
lamb * (5.30)
lambs (6.25)
laugh (5.05)
laughed (9.50)
laughing (6.80)
laughs
laughter (7.25)
listen (7.60)
listened (10.70)

* Homophone (There's at least one other word pronounced this way, but with a different spelling.)
** Heteronym (There's at |east one other word spelled thisway, but pronounced differently!)
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KUL lurd
KUL lur ring
KUL lurz
KUM
KUM'z
KUM ming
kuud

kuud dint
KUN treez
KUN tree
KUN treez
DAW'tur
DAW turz
doo

DUZ

DUZ in't
dum

YH

YH baw'l
YH brow'z
YH ful
YH'z

FAH thur
FAH thur'z
FAH thur huud
FAH thurin LAW
FAH thur lee
FOH'r
FOH'r-z
FOH'r-th
JEE YH
GAW'n
HAF

HAV
HAV

HAV vint
HUR'd
H'AH'r-t
hizz

HUN nee
IN puut
1272

YH lun'd
YHI

1Z zint

lam

lamz

LAF
LAFt
LAF fing
LAF'ss
LAF tur
LISS sun
LISS sun'd

682
682
682
334
334
334
405
405
755
755
755
650
650
312
312
134
958
308
147
318
629
308
646
646
404
646
750
532
532
534
309
243
243
324
324
533
510
138
306
135
138
281
962
138
958
958
407
407
407
407
650
877
877



listener
listeners
listening (10.70)
listens

many (3.30)

M assachusetts
money (2.55)
Mr.

Mrs.

Ms.

Mses.

much (2.55)
none * (4.90)
often (6.65)
oftentimes

oh (2.80)

once (3.75)
one* (1.15)
one-half

other (2.90)
others (4.40)
otherwise (5.45)
output

put (1.70)
putting ** (4.15)
puts (3.45)
rough * (7.80)
said (2.55)
says (6.65)
shoe * (3.65)
shoes* (4.05)
should (3.65)
shouldn't (8.50)
sign* (5.80)
signed (7.25)
signer

signs (8.10)
signing

some * (2.10)
St. Joseph
Main St.

steak

steaks

their * (7.05)
there* (3.95)
they (2.25)
they're* (15.15)
thorough (18.20)
thoroughbred
thoroughfare
thoroughgoing
thoroughly
thoroughness
though (8.20)

A Listing of Basic Words that TEND to Defy Phonic Analysis
or the Most Common Insane Words

LISS nur
LISS nurz
LISS ning
LISS sunz
MEN nee

Mass uh CHOO set-ss

MUN nee
MISS tur
MISS us
Mlizz
MIZZ uz
MUH'ch
NUN

AW fun

AW fun TYH'm-z

OH

WUN-ss

WUN

WUN HAF

UH thur

UH thurz

UH thur W'YH-z
OW't puut

puut

puut ting

puutz

ruff

sed

SEZ

shoo

shooz

shuud

shuud dint
SYH'n

SYH'n-d

SYH nur

SYH nurz

SYH ning

SUM

SAY'n-t JOH suf
MAY'n STREET
STAY-k
STAY-k-ss
THAY'r
THAY'r

THAY

THAY'r

THUR roh
THUR roh bred
THUR roh FAY'r

THUR oh GOH wing

THUR roh lee
THUR roh ness
TH'OH

877
877
877
877
717

306

205
340
232
232

340
243
646
646
363
135
135
135
135
313
401
301
313
313
405
405
959
959
959
959
959
334

408
408
530
524
302
523
313
107
523
309
747

1067

313

through * (8.45)

throughout * (9.75)

throughway
thumb (9.15)
thumbs

touch (6.80)
touches
touched (9.40)
tough (8.70)
trouble (5.55)
troubles (8.45)
troubled
troubling

two * (1.90)
twos
twosome

was (1.50)
wasn't (4.90)
were (3.15)
we're (9.65)
weren't (9.45)
what (2.00)
where (3.60)
who (2.30)
whom (5.95)
who'd (2.30)
whole * (5.10)
wholly * (16.40)
who're

who's *
whose * (10.30)
woman (7.45)
women (6.15)
would * (2.85)
wouldn't (7.10)
you * (1.05)
youth

youthful

* Homophone (There's at least one other word pronounced this way, but with a different spelling.)
** Heteronym (There's at |east one other word spelled thisway, but pronounced differently!)
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TH'ROO
th'roo OW't
TH'ROO way
THUM
THUM'z
TUCH
TUCH iz
TUCH't
TUF
TRUB bl
TRUB b'lz
TRUB b'l-d
TRUB bling
TOO
TOO'z
TOO sum
wuzz

wuz zin (t)
WUR
WUR
WUR'n-t
h'wuT
h'WAY'r
HOO
HOO'mM
HOO'd
HOH'I
HOH'lee
HOO'r
HOO'z
HOO'z
WuuM mun
WIM min
wuud

wuud din'(t)
YOO
YOOQO'th

Y OQ'th ful

313
431
301
958
958
205
205
205
313
313
313
313
313
312
312
224
140
140
524
523
134
504
524
312
312
241
331
749
523
138
365
869
869
241
241
317
277
277



LESS COMMON, BUT VERY IMPORTANT

ache (11.30)
ached

aches

aching

acre (9.85)
acres (11.00)
aisle*

aisles* (18.55)
ancient (14.60)
area (8.80)
areas

assign (14.25)
assigned (13.70
assigning
assignment (13.15)
assigns

biscuit

biscuits
bologna *
bronze

burial

buried (11.15)
bury * (11.80)
burying

caf (5.75)
calves (11.40)
canoe (10.25)
canoes
cantaloupe
choir * (14.60)
choirs*

Christ

Christian (15.40)
Christianity
Christmas (9.10)
circuit

circuits
circuitry
colonel * (17.45)
Col. Brown
cordial
cordially (17.70
corps*

cough (7.30)
coughed
coughing
coughs

cousin (8.55)
cousins
cupboard
cupboards

debt (12.50)
debtor (16.45)

A Listing of Basic Words that TEND to Defy Phonic Analysis
or the Most Common Insane Words

AY’'k
AY’'k-t
AY’'k-ss

AY king

AY kur

AY kurz
YH'I

YH'l-z

AY'n chunt
AY’rreeuh
AY’rreeuz
uh SYH'n

uh SYH'n-d
uh SYH' ning
uh SYH’'n munt
uh SYH'n-z
biss kit

biss kit-ss
buh LOH nee
BRAH'n-z
BAY'reecul
BAY'r reed
BAY’r ree
BAY'r ring
KAF

KAV’'z

kuh NOO
kuh NOO’z
KAN tuh LOH’p
KWYH'r
KWYH'r-z
KRYH-st
KRISS chun

KRISS chee AN uh tee

KRISS muss
SUR kit
SUR kits
SUR kit tree
KUR nul

KUR nul BROW'n

KOH'r jul
KOH'r jul lee
KOH'r
KAW'f
KAW'f-t
KAW’fing
KAW'f-ss
KUZZ in
KUZZ inz
KUB burd
KUB burd-z
DET

DET tur

905
905
905
905
683
683
962
962
260
369
369
959
959
959
959
959
690
690
375
537
821
727
727
727
243
243
313
313
537
907
907
234
868
735
234
690
690
755
625
625
820
820
961
313
313
313
313
879
879
533
533
959
959

debts

depot

dept.

dishonest
dishonesty
dishonestly
dishonor *
dishonorable *
dishonorably *
dishonour *
dishonourable *
dishonourably *
double (7.55)
doubled
doubling
doubles

doubt (11.55)
doubted
doubtful (13.10)
doubting
doubtless (13.30)
ensign

Esther

etc.

ewe*

ewes*

exhaust (17.00)
exhausted (17.50)
exhausting
exhaustion
exhaustive
exhausts

feud

feuded

feuding

feuds

feudal
feudalism
forehead (10.15)
foreign
foreigner
foreigners
frijoles

geyser

geysers

ghoul

ghouls
ghastly

ghee
gherkins
ghetto

ghost (11.20)
gnarled
gnash *

* Homophone (There's at least one other word pronounced this way, but with a different spelling.)
** Heteronym (There's at |east one other word spelled thisway, but pronounced differently!)
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DET-ss

DEE poh

dee PAH’r-t munt
diss AH nist

diss AH nisstee
dissAH nisslee
dissAH nur
dissAH nuruh b'l

diss AH nur uh blee

diss AH nur
dissAH nur uh b’l

diss AH nur uh blee

DUB b’'l
DUB buld
DUB ling
DUB b'lz
DOW't

DOW tid
DOW't ful
DOW ting
DOW't liss
EN sin

ESS tur

et SET tur uh
YOO

YOO’z

eg ZAW-st
eg ZAW stid
eg ZAW sting
eg ZAW-ss chun
eg ZAW stive
eg ZAW-t-ss
f’YOO-d
YOO did
YOO ding
fYOO'd-z
fyoodl|
Yoo dlizm
FOH'r rid
FOH'r rin
FOH'r rinur
FOH'r rinurz
free HOH layz
GYH zur
GYH zurz
GOOL
GOOLz
GASS lee

G EE

GUR kinz
GET toh
GOH-st
NAH'r uld
NASH

959
949
883
234
758
753
677
617
617
677
617
617
610
610
610
610
958
958
631
958
1066
959
537
376
316
316
438
438
438
863
897
438
957
957
957
957
820
272
402
959
959
959
938
666
666
960
960
753
960
960
960
235
959
959



gnat *

gnaw *
gneiss*
gnome *
Gnostics

gnu*

Hades
has-been
headache (12.20)
headaches
hearth

heir *

heirs*
heirloom

herb **

herbal **
herbs **
herring
Hobbes
honest (7.30)
honesty (10.25)
honestly

honor * (9.45)
honorable * (14.60)
honorably *
honorarium *
honorary *
honored *(12.45)
honoring *
honors *
honour *
honourable *
honourably *
honourarium *
honourary *
honoured *
honouring *
honours *
impious

Irag

Iragi

Iroquois

Issac

Isaiah (Proper)
Isiah Thomas
Israel

Isradli

Jesus Garcia
Job

Job’'s Daughters
Jose

Joshua

Juan

Juanita

A Listing of Basic Words that TEND to Defy Phonic Analysis
or the Most Common Insane Words

NAT

NAW

NY H-ss
NOH'm

NAH stiks

NOO

HAY deez

HAZ bin

HED AY’k

HED AY’k-ss
HAH'r th

AY'r

AY'r-z

AY'r loom

URB (h'urb [BR.])
URB’I (h'urb'l)
URB-z (h’urbz)
HAY’r ring
HAH’ bz

AH nist

AH nisstee

AH nisslee

AH nur

AH nuruhb’l
AH nur uh blee
AH nur RAY'r eeum
AH nur RAY'ree
AH nurd

AH nur ring

AH nurz

AH nur

AH nuruhb’l
AH nur uh blee
AH nur RAY'r eeum
AH nur RAY'ree
AH nurd

AH nur ring

AH nurz

IM peeus

ee RAH k

ee RAH kee
EER ruh koy
YH zik

yh ZAY uh

yh ZAY uh TAH mus
IZH ree ul

iz RAY lee

hay ZOO-ss GAH'r see uh

JOH'b

JOH'bz DAW turz
hoh ZAY

JAH’sh wuh
NWAH'n

h’wah NEE tuh

959
959
959
959
817
314
304

905
905
510
442
442
418
511
819
511
943
538
234
758
753
677
677
617
833
721
677
677
677
682
617
617
833
721
682
682
682
886
538
945
436
538
378
538
624
945
160
538
650
938
377
504
947

Judea

juries

jury (8.90)
jury’s

lasagna
Lo-Ca *
locale

minute ** (8.00)
minutes (8.80)
molar
Nicklaus
ocean (4.70)
oceans
oceanic
octave

PED XING
plaid

plaids

plough
ploughed
ploughing
ploughs
Plymouth
Ramon
raspberries
raspberry
receipt (17.60)
receipts (17.95)
recipe

recipes
recollect
recollecting
recollection
recollections
recollects
reign* (16.75)
reigned *
reigning *
reigns*
rhyme *
rhymed
rhymes
rhyming
rhythm
rhythmic
rhythmical
rhythmically
rhythms
rouge

Sabbat
salmon (11.65)
salve

Schmidt

Sean

* Homophone (There's at least one other word pronounced this way, but with a different spelling.)
** Heteronym (There's at |east one other word spelled thisway, but pronounced differently!)
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Joo DAY uh
JUR reez

JUR ree

JUR reez

luh ZAH' n yuh
LOH KAL
LOH KAL
MIN it

MIN it-ss
MOH lur

NIK luss

OH shun

OH shunz

OH shee AN ik
AH'K tiv
Pedestrian Crossing
PLAD
PLAD'z
PLOW
PLOW'd
PLOW ing
PLOWz

PLIM muth
ray MOH'n

raz BAY'r reez
raz BAY'r ree
ree SEET

ree SEET-ss
RESS uh pee
RESS uh peez
REK uh LEK’t
REK uh LEK ting
REK uh LEK shun
REK uh LEK shunz
REK uh LEK-ss
RAY'n
RAY’n-d

RAY ning
RAY'n-z
RYH m
RHY''m-d
RHY 'm-z
RHY ming
RITH'm

RITH mik
RITH mik’l
RITH mik lee
RITH mz
ROOzh

SAB but

SAM mun
SAV

shMID’t
SHAW'n

369
727
727
727
375
146
538
359
359
673
538
864
864
807
538
547
106
106
313
313
313
313
278
538
706
706
961
961
304
304
224
224
860
860
224
959
959
959
959
333
333
333
333
537
806
806
748
537
919
539
960
390
911
539



sesame
sew * (5.40)
sewed * (8.15)
mer *%*
sewers **
sewing * (5.05)
sews*

sewn
Shoshone
sieve

soccer

solder
soldered
soldering
solders

soldier (11.55)
soldiered
soldiering
soldiers (11.85)
sophomore
sophomores
souvenir
souvenirs
sovereign
sovereignty
spaghetti
stereo
stomach (12.45)
sundae *
sundaes *
suite*

suites*
Taiwan
tamale
tamales

Teri *

Theresa
Therese
Thomas
Thompson
Thomson
tomb
tombstone
tongue (14.30)
tongues
tortilla
tortoise
toward (7.55)
towards (9.45)
trough
troughs

uncle (4.75)
Uncle John
uncles (5.90)

* Homophone (There's at least one other word pronounced this way, but with a different spelling.)

A Listing of Basic Words that TEND to Defy Phonic Analysis
or the Most Common Insane Words

SESS uh me
SOH

SOH’'d

SOO wur (SOH wur)
SO0 wurz (SOH wurz)
SOH ing
SOH’z

SOH’n

shuh SHOH nee
siv

SAH kur

SAH dur

SAH dur'd
SAH dur ring
SAH durz
SOH'I jur
SOH’l jur'd
SOH’l jur ring
SOH'l jurz
SAH’'f moh'r
SAH’f moh'rz
SOO vuh neer
SO0 vuh neerz
SAH vrun
SAH vrun tee
spuh GET tee
STAY’rreeoh
STUM ik
SUN dee

SUN deez
SWEET
SWEET-ss
tyh WAH'n
tuh MAH lee
tuh MAH leez
TAY'r ree

tur REE suh
tur REE-ss
TAH muss
TAH mp sun
TAH msun
toom

TOOM stoh’'n
tung

TUNG'z

toh'r TEE yuh
TOH'r tiss
TOH'r-d
TOH'r-d'z
TRAW'f
TRAW'f-ss
UNGK’I
UNGK'I| JAH'n
UNGK'I-z

304
316
316
671
671
316
316
316
304
325
647
640
640
640
640
660
660
660
660
526
526
524
524
959
757
946
309
832
375
375
937
356
504
304
304
945
376
345
136
837
837
418
339
922
922
373
158
506
506
313
313
605
605
605

uncle's (11.65)
Utah

Ute

vineyard

Wednesday (9.55)

weirdo
Xmas *
yacht
yachts

UNGK'I-z
YOO taw
YOOT

VIN yurd
WENZ dee
WEER doh
KRISS muss
YAH't
YAH't-ss

STILL FAIRLY COMMON, NOT QUITE AS

IMPORTANT

alas (11.00)
dias

align
aligned
alignment
alleged
almond
ams
Andes*
Andre

anon.

amok *
Arkansas
aye*

bam

bogue
Bolshevik
botulism
bough
braille
brasserie
brassiere
Buddha
bueno
Bueno Vista
Buenos Aires
buoy *
bureau (17.70
bureaucracy
bureaucrat
bureaus
burlesque
caballero
cabana
cache*
Caesar

café
caffeine
cam (9.35)
cameo

carte blanche

** Heteronym (There's at |east one other word spelled thisway, but pronounced differently!)
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uh LASS

AY leeus
uhLYH'n
uhLYH'n-d

uh LYH' n munt
uhLEJd

AH mun'd

AH'mz

Andy’s (ANN deez)
AH’n dray

uh NAH nim mus
amuck (uh MUK)
AH’r kin saw

eye |, (YH)

bomb (BAH’m)
BOH'g

BOH’| shuh vik
BAH choo lizm
b’Ow!

BRAY’I

brass suh REE

bruh ZEER

BOO duh

b’WAY nuh
b’'WAY nuh VEE stuh
b’'WAY nussYH'riz
BOY or BOO ee
b’YOO roh

b’YOO RAH’k ruh see
b’Y OO roh krat

b’Y OO rohz

bur LESK

kabuh Y'AY roh
kuh BAH’nyuh
KASH

SEE zur

kaf FAY

kaf FEEN

KAH'M

KAM meeoh
KAH'rt BLAH n-sh

605
319
359
506
301
309
156
134
134

156
156
959
959
959
366
960
960
304
939
888
216
540
308
119
922
540
816
313
411
540
524
369
540
540
540
313
949
710
131
949
902
309
375
909
674
939
336
119
309
910



cello
chamois
champagne
Chanukah *
chargé d' affaires
Charlemagne
chartreuse
chassis
chateau
chateaux
chauffeur
chauvinism
chauvinist
chequers*
cheques*
chic*
Chihuahua
Chile*
chitterlings
Chopin
chutzpa*
chutzpah *
cliché
clientele
collage
cologne
communiqué
€oNNoi sseur
corsage

coup *

coupe *
coups *
coupes
debris

debut
débutante
decor

Des Moines
diabetes
diaphragm
discotheque
Don Juan
Don Quixote
do-si-do
dossier
double-entendre
douche
draught *
draughtsman *
draughty *
Eau Clair *
eau de cologne
eau de toilette
eau devie

A Listing of Basic Words that TEND to Defy Phonic Analysis
or the Most Common Insane Words

CHEL loh

SHAM mee

sham PAY’'n

HAH nuh kuh

shah’'r ZHAY duh FAY'r
SHAH’r luh may’'n
SHAH'r troo-ss

shass see

shuh TOH

shuh TOH (shuh TOH’z)
SHOH fur

SHOH vuh niz’m
SHOH vuh nist

CHEK kurz

CHEK-ss

SHEEK

chi WAH wuh

chil LAY (CHIL lee)
CHIT lin'z

shoh PAN

khhHuuT-ss puh
khhHuuT-ss puh

klee SHAY

KLYH un TEL

kuh LAH’zh

kuh LOH'n

kuh m'YOO nuh KAY
KAH nuh soo'r

k’oh-r SAH’zh

coo (KOO)

coop (KOOP)

coos (KOOZ)

coops (KOOP-ss)

duh BREE

day b’YOO

day b’YOO TAH'n-t
day KOH'r

duh MOY'n-z

d’YH uh BEE tiss (teez)
d'YH uh fram

DISS kuh tek

DAH'n hWAH'n
DAH’n kee HOH tay
DOH see DOH

dAW see AY

doo b'l AW’'n TAW’n druh
DOOSH

draft (DRAFF't)
draftsman (DRAFF ss mun)
drafty (DRAFF tee)

Oh, Clare! (oh KLAY'r)
OH duh kuh LOH'n
OH duh twah LET

OH duh VEE

309
909
909
378
939
909
957
946
949
949
910
272
272
902
215
910
377
945
638
910
540
540
939
540
919
959
939
681
919
961
540
961
540
962
949
540
516
540
540
959
902
540
540
309
661
540
910
232
871
756
949
949

1068

949

ellipse

entrée
epitome

esprit

esprit de corps
euchre
expertise
facade

filet mignon
flambé
flambeau
flange
fleur-de-lis
Francesca
Francois
Freud
Freudian
fuschia
gargon
gendarme
gourmand
gourmet
Hanukah *
Hanukkah *
Hebert, Jacques
Hebrides
Hercule Poirot
Hercules
Hermes
herpes
Hippocrates
hifalutin *
highfalutin *
Honduras
hors d' oeuvres
iguana
impasse
impetigo
impotence
impotency
impotent
indices

indict
indictment
Jacques Cousteau
Jahveh (JHVH)
Jeanne D’ Arc
Jehovah (JHVH)
jodhpurs
Johann
Johannes
Johannesburg
khaki

khan *

* Homophone (There's at least one other word pronounced this way, but with a different spelling.)
** Heteronym (There's at |east one other word spelled thisway, but pronounced differently!)

Copyright © 1996 AVKO Educational Research Foundation.

eeLIP-ss

awn TRAY

uh PIT uh mee

ess SPREE

ess SPREE duh KOH'r
Y OO kur

ek spur TEE-ss
fuh SAH’d

fil LAY meen YOH'n
flah'm BAY

flam BOH

FLAN-j

f"LOOR duh lee
fran CHESS kuh
fran s WAH
FROY’d

FROY deeun
YOO shuh

gah’'r SOH'n
zhaw'n DAH’r-m
goor MAW’n-d
goor MAY

HAH nuh kuh
HAH nuh kuh

AY bay’'r, ZHAH k
HEB ruh deez
HUR kyool p’'wah ROH
HUR kyoo leez
HUR meez

HUR peez

hip PAH’k ruh teez
HYH fuh loo tin
HYH fuhloo tin
hah’'n DOO'r russ
OH'r DURV-ss

ig WAH nuh

IM pass

im puh TYH goh
IM puh tun-ss

IM puh tun see

IM puh tunt

IN duh seez
inDYH't

in DYH't munt
ZHAH'k koo STOH
YAH vuh
ZHAW’'n DAH'r-k
juh HOH vuh
JAH'd pur-z

YOH hah'n

yoh HAH ness

joh HAH ness burg
KAK kee

con (KAH'n)

263
939
304
946
946
905
363
541
940
939
949
213
957
368
938
541
866
372
541
541
541
940
378
378
541
304
541
304
304
304
304
541
541
541
960
375
156
309
261
740
256
541
541
803
904
541
541
541
541
541
541
541
945
541



lacrosse
Lamaze
lingerie
llama*
Lloyd

luau
machete
madame
mademoiselle
malady
Mardi Gras
matzah *
matzo *
matzoh *
mauve
mazel tov
melee
memoirs
Mendelsohn
meringue
mesdames
mesdemoiselles
messieur
messieurs
minestrone
Montrea
monseigneur
mores
morgue
mortgage
mosque
mosquito
mousse *
mustache
myrrh

narc

Navao
nobless oblige
ohm

oui *

ouija
papier-maché
Parmigiana
petite
phlegm
Pierre

pilaf

Pilate *
pinochle
Pisces
placebo
pneumatic
pneumonia
porpoise

A Listing of Basic Words that TEND to Defy Phonic Analysis
or the Most Common Insane Words

luh KRAW-ss
luh MAH-z

lahn zhur RAY
lama (LAH muh)
LOY'd

LOO ow

muh SHET tee
muh DAH'mM
mad m’'wah ZEL
MAL uh dee
MAH’'r dee GRAH
MAH’t suh
MAH’t suh
MAH’t suh
MOH’v

MAH Z'| TAW'f
MAY lay

MEM wah'r-z
MEN d'I sun

mur RANG

may DAH'mM
may’d m’'wah ZEL
muz Y uur

muz Y uur

min uh STROH nee
MAH'ntree AW’
mah’n SEEN yur
MOH'r rayz
MOH'’r-g
MOH'r gij
MAH’ss-k

muh SKEE toh
moose (MOO-ss)
MUSS tash

mur

NAH’rk

NAH vuh hoh

noh BLESS uh BLEEzh

OH'm

we, wee (WEE)
WEE jee

PAY pur muh SHAY
PAH’r muh zhah nuh
puh TEET

FLEM

pee AY'r

pee LAH'f

pilot (PYH lit)

PEE nuk’l

PEE se€'z

pluh SEE buh

noo MAT ik

noo MOH’n yuh
POH'r puss

541
541
541
541
541
541
304
541
938
711
541
541
541
541
541
627
541
938
541
922
541
938
541
541
304
541
541
541
922
327
903
903
951
910
541
541
309
366
541
945
373
939
375
356
959
943
948
354
604
304
309
811
371
436

post hoc
Potomac
Procrustes
protegé *
protegée
queue
quiche
Quixote
quixotic
Rabelais
ragout
Ramses
Reading, PA
Reich
reminisce
rendezvous
renege
reneged
repartee
repertoire
reservoire
restaurateur
résumé **
reveille
Reye' s syndrome
Rh factor

Rh negative
Rh positive
rhapsody
rheostat
rhetoric
rhetorical
rheum *
rheumatic
rheumatism
rheumatoid
Rhine*
rhinestone
rhinoceros
Rhode * Island
Rhodes *
Rhodesia
rhododendron
rhombic
rhomboid
rhombus
Rhone
rhubarb
rhumba
Richard, Maurice
Richelieu
ricochet *
risqué
Rodin & Chopin

* Homophone (There's at least one other word pronounced this way, but with a different spelling.)
** Heteronym (There's at |east one other word spelled thisway, but pronounced differently!)

Copyright © 1996 AVKO Educational Research Foundation.

poh-st HOH' k

puh TOH mik

proh KRUSS teez
proh tuh ZHAY
proh tuh ZHAY
cue/Q (K'YOO)
KEESH

kee HOH tay

kwik SAH tik
RAH buh LAY

rag GOO

RAM zeez

RED ding , Penn.
RYH’k

REM uh NISS
RAH’n day voo
ree NEG
reeNEG'd

rep pah’'r TAY
REP uh TWAH’r
REZ uh VWAH'r
REStur uh TOO'r
REZ zoo MAY
REV uh lee
RAY’z SIN droh'm
AH’r AY CH factor
AH’r AY CH negative
AH’r AY CH positive
RAP suh dee

REE oh stat

RET ur rik

ruh TOH'r ruh K’
room (ROOM)

roo MAT ik

ROO muh TIZ'm
ROO muh TOY'd
rine (RYH'n)
RYH’n stoh'n

ryh NAH sur russ

1042
542
304
939
939
315
910
542
814
542
963
304
402
907
158
957
112
112
939
938
938
957
939
304
302
679
893
896
711
131
809
809
960
811
272
403
336
339

1070

road/rode/rowed (ROH’d) 323

roads

roh DEE zhuh

roh doh DEN drun
RAH bik

RAH m boy'd
RAH’m buss
ROH'n

ROO bah'r-b
RUM buh

ree SHAH’rd, moh REE-ss

REE shuh loo

Rick O’ Shay (RIK uh shay)

rissKAY
roh DAN - shoh PAN

323
372
836
802
403
160
339
505
368
506
317
940
939
542



rosé**
roué
sauterne
savoire faire
shillelagh
signor
signora
signore
signorina
Sikh *
silhouette
simile
Sinai
Sioux *
deight *
Socrates
soirée
solace
solenoid
Sophocles
soufflé
spumante, Asti
spumone *
spumoni *
suave
subpena *
subpoena *
subtle
subtlety
subtleties
succumb
Ta Maha
Teheran
Tel Aviv
toreador
toupee
valet
Vaughan
vigilante
Waikiki
yarmulke
Zimbabwe
zucchini

A Listing of Basic Words that TEND to Defy Phonic Analysis
or the Most Common Insane Words

roh ZAY

roo AY

soh (saw) TUR'n
SAV wah FAY'r
shuh LAY lee
seen YOH'r

seen YOH'r ruh
seen YOH'r ray
seen YOH'r ree nuh
seek (SEEK)

SIL loo WET

SIM uh lee

SYH nyh
Sue/Sault/Soo (SOO)
dight (SLYH't)
SAH kruh teez
SWAH RAY

SAH liss

SEL uh NOY'd
SAH fuh KLEEZ
soo FLAY

spoo MAH'n tee, AH stee
spoo MOH nee
spoo MOH nee
SWAH'v

suh PEE nuh

suh PEE nuh

SUH t'I

SUH t'l tee

SUH t'l teez

suh KUM
TAH’ zh muh HAW’|
tay'r RAH'n

TEL uh VEEV
toh RAY uh doh'r
too PAY

val LAY (VAL lit)
VAW’'n

vij jil LAN tee
WY H kee kee

Y ah muh kuh

zim BAHB way
z0o KEE nee

SOMEWHAT COMMON, NICE TO KNOW

aborigine
acetic acid
ascetic
acetone
Achilles
acquiesce
adieu
adieux
aghast

ab uh RIJuh nee

uh SEE tik asssid
assSET ic
ASSuhtoh'n

uh KILL leez

AK kwee ESS

uh DOO (uh d’YOO)

uh DOOZ (uh &Y 00Z)

uh GASS't

939
939
512
938
542
516
376
939
375
542

1068

304
308
542
542
304
938
343
403
304
939
304
304
945
937
375
375
603
729
729
120
542
124
441
675
939
940
423
304
945
542
939
379

304
813
813
339
905
157
957
957
960

algae

dleluia
Apache
apostrophe
appliqué
arraign
arraignment
Aristophanes
artiste
attaché

auld lang syne
avante garde
Bach

Bar Mitzvah
barque
bass** (music)
Bastille
Baton Rouge
Beethoven
bier *

blasé

bon appetite
bon vivant
bon voyage
boudoir
bouffant
bourgeois
Brahms
broccoli

butte

c’ est moi
c'est s bon
cause célébre
chaise longue
charivari *
Chateauguay, Quebec
chenille

chez nous
Chianti

chichi

ciao *
coiffeur
coiffeuse
coiffeur

coup de grace
coup d’ état
decolletage
decoupage
denouement
dilletante
dinghy

dingy

Donne, John
DOS

* Homophone (There's at least one other word pronounced this way, but with a different spelling.)
** Heteronym (There's at |east one other word spelled thisway, but pronounced differently!)
Copyright © 1996 AVKO Educational Research Foundation.

AL jee

AL lay LOO yuh
uh PACH chee

uh PAH struh fee
ap luh KAY

uh RAY'n

uh RAY’n munt
AY'riss TAH fuh neez
ah'r TEEST

AT uh SHAY
Oh'llang ZYH'n
uh VAH'nt GAH'rd
BAH'k

BAH’r MIT-ssvuh
BAH'rk

BAY-ss

bass STEEL

BAT n ROOzh
BAY toh vun
BEE'r

blah ZAY

BOH'n ah puh TEET
BOH’'nvee VAW’ n-t
BOH'nvoy AH’zh
boo d WAH'r

boo FAH'n-t

boor zhWAH
BRAH'mz

BRAH klee
b’YOO-t

say m"WAH

say seeBOH'n
KOH'zsuh LEB'r
SHAY'z LAW’ng

375
372
304
304
939
959
959
304
947
939
543
543
908
378
903
156
543
919
543
543
939
543
543
543
938
543
938
543
543
1068
938
938
939
909

chivareg/chivari (SHIV uhree) 946
SHAT toh GAY, kay BEK949

shuh NEEL
SHAY NOO
kee AH'n tee
SHEE shee
chow (CHOW)
kK'wahf'YOO'r
k’wah 'Y OO-ss
kK'wahf'YOO'r
koo duh GRAH
koo day TAH
day kah luh TAHzh
day koo PAHzh
day noo MAW
Dil luh TAHN't
DING ee

DIN jee

DUN, JAHNn
DAW-ss

330
840
907
910
543
938
938
938
961
939
919
919
543
543
742
742
542
543



eg.
encore

ennui
ensemble
entourage
entre nous
entrepreneur
escargots
Esquimau
Esquimaux
faux pas
fuselage
gauche
Greenwich
guleg

Ho Chi Minh
hyperbola
hyperbole
impugn
ingenue
intaglio
jalepefio
Johann
Johannes
Johannesburg
joiedevivre
junta

kayak

kulak
LaJolla, CA
lien*
lip-sync
Maugham
Mohave *
Mojave *
naif *
naive *
naiveté

nouveau riche *
nouveaux riches*

menschen

Mercedes Benz

mukluk
panache
patois
peignoir
poignancy
poignant
potpourri
psoriasis
Québecois
Quebec
reggae
rheumatol ogist

* Homophone (There's at least one other word pronounced this way, but with a different spelling.)

A Listing of Basic Words that TEND to Defy Phonic Analysis
or the Most Common Insane Words

for example
AH’nkoh'r
AH' nwee
AH'NnSAH' mbp'l
AH’ntoor Ahzh
AH’n tray noo
AH’n truh pren noor
ess kah'r GOH
ess kee moh

ess kim moh(z2)
foh PAW

fYOO suh LAHzh
GOHsh

GREN ich
GOOlah'g

HOH chee MIN
hyh PUR buh luh
hyh PUR buh lee
imPYOQO'n
AH’n zhuh noo

548
957
946
606
919
543
957
690
949
949
949
919
949
543
543
543
373
304
959
314

in TAL yoh (in TAHL yoh) 309

HAH luh PEE'n yoh
YOH hah'n

YOH hah'n

joh HAN iss burg
zh"WAH duh VEEV'r
HOON tuh

K'YH yak

KOO lah'k

laHOY yuh

LEEN

LIPsing'k

MAW’'m

moh HAH vay

moh HAH vay

nah EE'v

nah EE'v

nah'v TAY

NOO voh REE’sh
NOO voh REE’sh
MEN’ shun

mur SAY deez BEN'z
MUK LUK

puh NASH

puh t WAH

pay’'n NWAH
POY’'n yun see
POY’n yunt

POH poor ree

soh'r RYH uh siss
Kay bek K’'WAH

Kay BEK (k'wuh BEK)

REG gay
roo muh TAH luh jist

309
543
543
543
938
377
543
543
947
420
543
543
543
543
543
543
939
949
949
544
544
910
910
938
938
739
254
945
961
938
544
375
272

rheumatol ogy
rhinorrhea
riposte

sahib

sake ** (rice wine)

San Joachin
San Jose
San Juan
San Raphael
SantaFe

Sault Ste. Marie

sauté
schnapps
sinecure
St. Croix
succor *
suede *
Suffolk
sync*
synch *
Tecumseh, M|
Thai *
Thailand
Thames
thyme *
tricot
tsetse fly
twopence
ukelele *
ukulele *
unwonted *
Versailles
visavis
voila

wont *
Worchester

Worchestershire

roo muh TAH luh jee
RYH nuh REE uh
rip POH’ st

sah HEEB

SAH kay

San " WAH keen
San hoh ZAY

San WAH'n

San ruh FEL

San tuh FAY

Soo SAY'n-t muh REE
saw TAY
sh’NAH'p-ss

sin NEK kyoo ree
SAY’n-t KROY
suk kur

SWAY'd

SUF fuk

SING'k

SING' k

tuh KUM suh
TYH

TYH lund

TEMZ

TYH' m

TREE koh

TEE't see

TUP pin-ss

YOO kuh LAY lee
YOO kuh LAY lee
un WAH'n tid

vur SYH

VEE suh VEE
v'wah LAH
WAH'n-t

WOO stur

WOO'r chess tur shur

REALLY WEIRD WORDS THAT WILL GIVE
MANY COLLEGE READING INSTRUCTORS

FITS.

ahem

aitch
Atchafalaya
bade *
Beauchamps
beau gest *
beaux gestes *
blackguard
boatswain
bocci
bouillabaisse
bouillon

** Heteronym (There's at |east one other word spelled thisway, but pronounced differently!)

Copyright © 1996 AVKO Educational Research Foundation.

See “Really Weird”
Hor AY’ch
CHAFFuhLYH uh
BAD

BEECH um

BOH JEST

BOH JEST

blag gurd

BOH sun

BAH chee

bool yuh bayz

bool yah'n (yun)

272
369

948
939
938
938
938

939
304
939
911
304

675
937
245

308
960
960
960
949
304
261
304
304
249

946
373
373

547
545
545
545
545
949
949
545
545
945
545
545



brougham
cacique
CCCP

c’ est moi
Chomondelay
conch
coxswain
dachshund
danke schoen
DOS
forecastle
gaol *
gunwales
halfpenny
i.e

jai aai *
lagniappe
leeward
loch *
lough *
Mackinac Island
mainsail
Maugham
Meagher
mot

Moulin Rouge
Nice, * France
niche
Ouachita
paradigm
paradigms *
pfft
philately
pinot noir
pshaw

psst

pttui

gadi

Qatar

Qin*

quay *
ribald
sandhi *
sang-froid
dough * **
dough * **
sol *

sough *
sough
synecdoche
Syzygy
Tao*
Taoism
topsail

* Homophone (There's at least one other word pronounced this way, but with a different spelling.)

A Listing of Basic Words that TEND to Defy Phonic Analysis
or the Most Common Insane Words

broom (broh’m) 545
kuh SEEK 901
SSSR (USSR) See p.547
say m"WAH 938
CHUM lee 545
KAWnNg-k 207
KAHk sun 545
DAH’k hoon't (hund) 545
DAH'ng kuh SHAY’'n 545
DAW-ss 545
FOHk S| 545
JAY’L 411
GUN’lz 545
HAY pen nee 704
that is See p. 547
HYH LYH (highlie) 545
lah'n YAP 545
LOOR'd 506
LAHkh 545
LAH kh 545
MAK in naw 545
MAY'n zil 411
MAW'm 545
MAH hah'r 545
MOH 690
moo LAHn ROOzh 545
NEE-ss 432
nich 203
WAH shu taw 545
PAY’r uh dyh'm 959
pair o’ dimes 959
See“REALLY WEIRD 547
fil LAT uhlee 928
pee NOH n"WAH-r 963
See“REALLY WEIRD 547
See“"REALLY WEIRD 547
See“REALLY WEIRD 547
KAH dee 945
KAH tar 501
CH’in 545
KEE 301
RIB’l-d 240
Sunday, sundae 945
sah'n fr WAH 938
sluff 313
sloo 313
SOH (soh’'l) 152
sOwW 313
suff 313
sin NEK duh kee 304
SIZZ uh jee 713
DOW 545
DOW iz'm 272
TAH ps| 411

victualler
victuals
wassall
Waugh
wont *
Worchester
Xtian *
Xty *

ye*

VIT lur 634
VITtlz(VID d'1z) 603
WAH sil 411
WAW 319
WAH'n-t 249
WOO stur 652
Christian 868
Christianity 735
the (abbr. for the) 545

REALLY, REALLY WEIRD WORDS

The words below defy normal methods of spelling
because the sounds that are used are structured
entirely differently. They involve such sounds as
clicking noises, semi-whistles, full whistles, blowing,
spitting, etc. Yet, they are rea words because they
convey meaning and are very basic to normal spoken
communication. In many cases, AVKO has lifted
these spellings directly from books or cartoons.

AAAAA!

Aaagggh!
Ahem

arf
BLECCCHHH
br-r-r-r

gkk

gr-r-r
harrumph'!

mmmmmm

nyahhh

** Heteronym (There's at |east one other word spelled thisway, but pronounced differently!)

Copyright © 1996 AVKO Educational Research Foundation.

A scream of anguish.

A scream of anguish

The sound we make when

we clear our throats to get

someone’ s attention.

Bark like adog.

The sound a person makes

while vomiting.

The sound a person makes

when shivering.

The sound adriver of
horses or mules usesto
get them started. The
tongue is kept pressed
tightly against the teeth
while the lips open
quickly at one or even
both ends of the mouth.

Growl like adog.

The very loud sound we
make when clearing out
throat to get someone's
attention.

The sound we make that is
almost a purring sound
that shows contentment.
Itis often used before
the expression such as
“Isthat ever good!”

The teasing noise, usually
repeated three or four
timesin rapid
succession.



OWwWWw!
pfft

pssst

pshaw

sh-h-h

tsk, tsk

tut, tut

ugh
uh huh

uh uh

uh oh

A Listing of Basic Words that TEND to Defy Phonic Analysis
or the Most Common Insane Words

A scream of pain.

The sound you make when
you imitate the sound of
something whizzing by.
Y ou bring your lower lip
between your teeth and
then blow it back out.

The sound you make to
get a person’ s attention
quietly, almost secretly.

The funny little gasping
sound made by opening
thelips and letting some
air explode as you would
if you wereto say “sh-h-
h.” except that you don’t
purse your lips. The
word pshaw does NOT
rhyme with SAW.

Please do not say puh
SHAW either.

The sound that tells people
to be quiet.

The clicking sound you
make to show
disapproval. Thetongue
is pressed against the
teeth and quickly
released. Tsk, tsk
should never be made to
rhyme with Wisk! See
“tut tut” below.

A clucking sound showing
disapproval. Thetongue
is pressed tightly against
the roof of the mouth
and then released
quickly. Comparethis
sound with “tsk, tsk”
above. It doesNOT
rhyme with either cut or
put.

A noise that shows
disgust.

The little staccato grunt
that indicates agreement.

Thellittle staccato grunt
that indicates
disagreement.

Thellittle staccato grunt
that indicates you
suddenly realize that you
did something wrong
and something bad is

whew

777

PED XING

likely to happen
immediately.

WWWWWYYYYyoooo. A
half whistle half blowing
noise that is used to to
show relief after aclose
cal.

Make your own snoring
sound.

Pedestrian Crossing.
(PED = Pedestrian; X =
CROSS Xing =
CROSSIng.

PHRASES MOST OFTEN MISPRONOUNCED BY

HOLDERS OF PH.D’'S

i.e. thatis. Pleasedo not say the letter names.

e.g.

et. al.

The letters are used only as a handy
abbreviation of the Latin phraseid est,
which means “that is.” Say what you mean,
“That is.”

for example. Again, do not say the letter
names EE JEE. Say, “For example.” The
letters e.g. are just ahandy way to
abbreviate the Latin phrase, exempli gratia.
and others (or and elsewhere). Again,
don’'t say the“ET AL” that some learned
professors say. Their expertiseisin their
field of specialty which isnot language. If
you want to use the L atin phrase for “and
others’ say, “et alii” (Masculine plural). If
you want to use the L atin phrase for “and
elsewhere” say, “et alibi.” If you want
people to understand you, just use the simple
English phrases. If, in you writing, you
want or are expected to appear highly
educated, go ahead and use the
abbreviations. Scholars do.

Question: Isit ever permissible to just say the letter

abbreviations?

Answer: Yes, for example, you cansay 10A.M. or 5

P.M. or talk about 900 BC or 500 AD
Please don’t say, exempli gratia (or EE JEE)
ten ante meridiem or five post meridiem or
talk about 900 before Christ or 500 Anno
Domini. In other words, use common
language when you speak and common
abbreviations when you write. When you
read common abbreviations, think or say the
common words the abbreviations represent.
End of sermon.

* Homophone (There's at least one other word pronounced this way, but with a different spelling.)
** Heteronym (There's at |east one other word spelled thisway, but pronounced differently!)
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